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FIRST 

WORD 

By Martin Luther Kihg III 


4 Dazzling technological 
advances afe revolutionizing 
the way we live and 
■ work. Yet these changes will 
mean Tittle unless 
we secure for all the human 
rights needed to make 
democracy’s promise feal.J 


As vte begin the final deoade leading 
up to the millennium, dazzling tech- 
nological innovations are revolutioniz- 

man rights needed to make real the 


Despite the accomplishments in the 
straggle against discrimination we 
have seen in recent decades, the Eight¬ 
ies brought sharp reversals in civil 
rights progress. The Department of Jus¬ 
tice drastically scaled back enforce¬ 
ment of civil rights legislation. The Su¬ 
preme Court has alt but shredded 
affirmative action laws that help com¬ 
bat discrimination in employment 
and education. And Congress dras¬ 
tically cut the federal budget sup¬ 
porting social programs. 

A tone of hostility toward civil 
rights continues to reverberate through¬ 
out our society, and Incidents of 
racial and anti-Semitic violence have 
Increased, To stop these drastic 
reversals in equality, Americans must 
urge law enforcement agencies to 
prosecute institutions that continue to 
discriminate against minorities, 

also encourage Congress to sup- 




interpretation. Jt 
preme Court decision weakened 
programs that gave minority Snd wc 
men contractors a fair share 
of economic opportunities. 

We must also forge a national 
consensus in support of basic eco- 


sar, a Su- 


American head Fortune 500 compa¬ 
nies. And today about half tof all 
black children live in poverty. 

The key to the abolition of pov¬ 
erty for Americans of ail races is full ; 
employment, defined’as a job at a 
decent wage for every worker who 
wants one. We need to encourage 
government and business to invest ir 
employment training programs that 
can help secure the right to a job at; 
living wage for every American. 

The rights to adequate housing and 
health care must also be firmly es- 


sd States and 

South Africa have retained capital pu 
ishment. Between 1972 and 1988 
more than 700 African-Americans re¬ 
ceived the death penalty for killing 


States joins the community of civilized 
nations that have abolished the 
death penalty. Freedom from murder 


mere awareness of the rights and free¬ 
doms we hope to achieve will some¬ 
how be translated into the political 
process. We must act put our aspira¬ 
tions. In the Eighties hundreds of thou¬ 
sands marched for their demo¬ 
cratic rights through the streets of 
Beijing., East Berlin, and Warsaw. 

Yet here in the United States half of 
the electorate, j 90 million eligible 
voters, failed to vote in the, 1988 presi¬ 
dential election, and only 9 million 
of 25 million eighteen- to twenty-four- 
year-old Americans vote at all. 


the presidential election said fW 
densome registration requireme 
prevented them frorrj voting. Ye - 


90 percent in other Western democ¬ 
racies. These and other election re- ' 
forms can help strengthen our dem- 
ocratic rights; f \ 

To increase political involvement, 
civil and human rights activists 
should begin to coalesce their con¬ 
sumer power. We need to establish a 


discrimination; of else these councils 
might promote consumer boycotts 
of products and services provided by 
Industries that refused to recognize 
' the’civil rights of an individual. 

Ultimately our civil rights cannot 
be separated from those struggling - 
S tot freedom beyond our borders. 

As my father, Martin Luther King, Jr„ 
said, “We are all tied together in a 
' single garment of destiny, caught in 


ality. Whatever affects on 
fects all indirectly.... I car 
be all that I ought to be t 


achieve the aforementioned human 
rights and set/an example that will be 
emulated throughout the world, We 


might but through our moral power. 
And the dawning of the twenty-first 
century can herald a golden age of 
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ARTICLE 


The end of the world is 
at hand, again. Will we survive another 
wave of woeful prophecies? 

THE LAST LAUGH? 

BY DICK TERESI AND JUDITH HOOPER 



FUCHS 










477)e greenhouse effmstwill 
cause the land and oceans to dry up, but not 
everyone will starve—the chosen 
will be rescued by the White Light Star Ship. 9 








































You’ve got it. 

These are faces only , 
mother could love 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY 
NORBERT WU 
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FICTION 


LOOKING DOWN 

BY CAROL EMSHWILLER 



heavy thighs, flat faces, funny little teeth all in a row. 
We fly down and knock them over with 
nothing more than the rush of our air. Not even 
touch them. And they, yearning after us, 
try to invent ways to get themselves up into our sky 
while we squawk by laughing. We could save 
them when they fall, but we never do. We let them drop 
down in their imitation wings, gliders, 
and such, and they always do drop. We know what 
birds mean to them: fire and smoke 
on the one hand; air on the other. Or should I say . 

sky—limitless sky. Abird—particularly birds 
such as we—a bird is better than a mountaintop. 

' Better than a tower, and they do build towers. 
Lightning strikes them. Burns them up. Wind blows 
them down. Their broken towers lie all across 
the land. Only the newest ones still stand or those 
few that are built of stone. 


PAINTINGS BY GERVASIO GALLARDO 
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SCIENCE IN THE USSR 


The bimonthly magazine of science and 
technology-now available in the United 
States in this special limited-time offer. 


Medicine. Computers. Technology. The 
Environment. There’s a wealth of crucial 
research being done in the Soviet Union 
today. Mysteries being investigated. 
Problems being solved. Discoveries 
being made. 

SCIENCE IN THE USSR brings you 
the panorama of Soviet science and. 
technology - six times each year, in full- 
color magazine format. Published in 
English by the prestigious USSR Acad¬ 
emy of Sciences. SCIENCE IN THE 
USSR is now available to U.S. readers, 
for a limited time, only in this offer. 

To order, return the coupon on this 
page, or the card attached, with your 
payment. 


NEWS FNM TIE CUT11IIK EDSE 
OF SOVIET SdENGEI 












































































































SAYS: 

I WON $1.7 MIltlON WITH MARTIN'S SYSTEM AND SOOOO CAN YOU! 





































































ON VIDEO..IHE MOST DAZZLING VIEWS Of 

U THE FUTURE! UF 







































































MUST SELL 
416X TELESCOPE 
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: . Decipher our clues in the pages 

■ of next month's issue and you could wrangle 
yourself a Jeep or another gem in . 

THE GREAT OMNI TREASURE HUNT 
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STAR TECH 


ACCESSING THE FUTURE 






















































